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CHAPTER XXVI~Continued
O that was the spd of Any hope
S we may have had of help from
Lady Delahinys I howed my
departura stiffly, coneonling an heat
1 conld my Inward rage at her

moeking smile, and drove at once
to Menhetm House, (he tOmporiry

Good-day, air!”

“We are leaving today,” the man
assented, without glancing up from
his task. “We are naturally very
busy."

“Can't 1 aeo the Baron von Lel
bingen ' | askod.

It 18 quite Impossible, sir,” the
man answered shortly, “io Is en
gaged with her Highnose

1 will walt!" I declared.

“Then | must troubla you, wir, to
walt outside,” he sald, with a little
gesture of Impatience. "1 do not
wish to seam unelvil, but my ordors
t{o-day are peromptory.’
| At that moment a door opened
and A& man came across the hall,
‘slowly drawing on his gloves, 1

nlory You muy keop tha aohild
Awny from him, Baron, bBal you
cannot prevant, his learning the
fuct of her exietonra and her hise
tory,"”

“My yoang frlend”” the Haron
anawered, odging hils way towird
the goor, "Your enigpmas al nnoaller
Plrs. wonld be mosl Intorestine
Hut at presont | heave affaire on
hund, and 1 am prossad for time
1 will portmit mysell Lo say, how

ory. | wlipped hnlf o soversign into

at olght toauight ™

It was aliesdy past soven. 1 1L
a elgarotte and strolled on toward
the statlon

CHAPTER XXVII,

T Charing Cross  statlon =
A stratige thing happened, The

Continental  traln arelved
whilst 1 was sauntering abont the
viatform, and out of I, within a
fow foat of me, stopped Fourgeres,
Ho wan pale and haggard, and hs
loaned heavily upon the arm of his
garvant as ho wtepped ont of his
carringe. When he saw me, how-
over, he hoeld out hia hand and
smilad.

sir,

tha platform n

vred tha Hksnope hatwonn the

almost enrrisg Into

the station
“An ordinary
trafn will leave hara In two hours,
which will enteh the next boat”
s Tho wpecial In twenty minutoc,”
Faurgeres answered sbharply. “Forty
pounds, s it not? It s hore!”

The statlon muster hurried away,

the differencn. You see how diffl
eult thoy made it for v o
approach her. They will be hedged
around ke this all across the Con-
tinenat. Oh, It wan o veéry clever
move! ™

I searcoly answered him. My
eyenp wore Axed upon the tangled
wildernean of red and green |1ghts,
amongst which that traln had dls-
nppeared, What bhad they done to

stay In Parls, wo should be in g aif.
foront position” altogather. The
chiof of the police is my friend.
I am known thers, aud can com.
mand as good wervica as the Arch.
duchoss horself, We must hope that
it will be Paris. If 5o, we shall ar.
rive—let me see, #ix hours behma
them; but supposing they do hreak
their connection, we shall have st
five hours in Paris with them be.
fora they can get on. If they are
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3 vislitor's book, and signed (o the atatlon ™ I asked ; M.u::.n:::ur Feurgeres engaged the
" footman with his penholder to show “I am not quite sure sbout the . / rn.. .?. fi on the stenmer, and his
3 me out. Put ! stood my ground time, slr.” tha man answered, “hut servant fitted me up a dressing case
.\' “You are leaving today, then?" the ‘bumen are ordered from Chae With. saceasaries ’rnr the journey
' I sald, Ing Crons, and they are 1o Ln hera from his master's ampls  stora.

Then he went Into the saloon, and
had some supper. Afterward we
stood upon deck watching the
passengers come on hoard from the
train which had just arrived. Sud-
denly 1 selzed Feurgeres by the arm
and dragged him instde the cablin,

“The Princess Adelalde!" I ex-
claimed. “Look!" f

Wa saw her distinetly from the
window. Sha wes dressed very
plainly, and wore a heavy vell,
which she had just raleed, She
stood within a few feet of us, talk-
ing to the mald, who seemed to be
her sole companlon.

“Find my cabin, Mason,” she
ordered, *1 shall lle down directly
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ing for a momant by my slde.

“l am anxious to obtaln five min-
utes' Interview with the Arche
duchess,” I answarad. “If you could
manage that for me 1 should be
exceedingly obliged.”

He shook his head,

“It in quite imposaibla!” he sald
decisively. “You have heard of the
serious news from Ilghera, with
out doubt. We shall be on onr way
there In a fow bLours”

{ drew him u little on one slide.

“Is Isohel here, Baron?" 1 asked
bluntly.

“1 beg your pardon—is who
hera? he Inguired, with tha alr
of one who 18 puzeled hy an lncom-
proehensiblo question,

“Ipoboel—the Princess lsobel, If
you lke—has beon lured from our
caro by a forged messngo. We know
her history now, and we are able
to understand the nature of the In-
terest which your mistress has
shown In her. Therefore, when
I find her missing I come (o
you. I want to know if she Is in
this house.™

“If she waore,” tha Baron re.
marked, "1, and averyone alie who
knows anything about it, would say
at once that she was In hor proper
place. If sha were, 1 should most
earnostly adviae the Archduchess
to keep her here Hut | regret 1o
gay that ghe | not, To tell you the
Jruth, the Archduchess Is 80 nn-
noyed ut the voung Indy's refusal
to accept her protoction, that aha
has lost all (ntorest in her. 1 doubt
whother alio would recelve her now
it she came.”

“Parhaps.” 1 remarked slowly,
“ahe has gone to lllghern.”

“It s, of courde,” the DParon
sgrded, "not an lmpoasibilicy.”

“it 1 &0 not guccsed in my
search.” 1 sald, “it 18 (o llighera
that 1 shall come.”

“You will find it,"" the Baron us-
sured me, with a smile, "a mont
oharming place. 1 shall be delighted
to renew pur aogqualotance there '

“His Majosty,” 1T continued, “lin,
1 have heand, very accessivle, |
sball Lo able to tell kim lsobel's

“What are you dolng hera?*

1 told hlm In a few rapld words
Ha Hstened intently, nodding his
head every now and then

“Tha Archduchess has her” he

#all, “and if only one of us had the
Euoat of a logal elalm upon tha
Chitd our dimieaitieg wonld end.
8he 18 nn unm rapulous woman, but
tiera are thinge which even sha
dare not do. What are they dolog
over Lthern?™

o pointed to the pext platform,
I toak him by the nrm and dragged
him along

“It 18 the special'™ 1 exclalmad.
“Wa must aee them stare*

Red druge«t was belng stretched
neroas the plntform, and to my dis
mway the barrleados were rolled
ncroas, The luggage was already
in the syan, und the guard wis
looking at his wateh. Then a stall
broughaum drove mmpldly up and
plopped opposite 1o the saloon,
Baron Yon Laetbhingen descendad,
and was {mmodiately followed by

understond
huste to reach Dover
hltp so he only laughed and led mea
away toward the reffeshment room,
Ha ordered luncheon baskets to be
rent out to the train, and he made
ma drink a brandy and soda. Then
he took me by the arm
“You ars not much of a conspira.
Greatson,”
“You have bhoen witliln a
Inobel within the
last few minutes, aud you have not
roecognized hor*
1 stopped short,

Arnold

wnich will make up the twenty min-
utes?" Fourgeras asked,

I8 tmpossible, sir"”
master shook his mastor answered,

“You can have a apecial, alr, In come wilthin ten miles an hour of

“Vary good,” Feurgeres sald. 1
will have the speclal, gt any rate.
wiat has o Royal commmand Be s0 good na to glve your onlers
dreused I1sobel

“Can't you glve me an engine “You will galn nothing If you

by Intarnstionsl Fealure Service, Ine. Great Brilain Rights Reserved.

That wonderful
onon more bhack
Certalnly In the
Mordaunt Rooms (t had not been wo
And her aves!
at Feurgeres, and he nodded

“The Princess Adelulde ecither re
mains In England or has gone on
quietly ahead,” he sald, “They have
In her clothes, and
the general publie could wever tell

Faurgeres's
When 1 told

| looked

sleep. 1 made plang only to dls-
card them, rehenrsod sgpeaches, ap-
peals, threats, only to realize their
hopeless Ineffectiveness. And uns
dearneath it all was o dull constant
pain, the paln which stays,

Our fourney was about three
parta over when Fourgeres sud-
denly sat up In his geat, and opens
g hie dressing case, drew out a
Continental time table.

“In a sense that station master
was (lght" he remarked, turning
over tha leaves, “Wa sghall not
reach Farls nny the sooner for taks
Ing this special traln, On the other
hand, we shal]l have time to asesp
taln In Dover whether onr friends
really have gone on to Calals, or
whiathep thay by uny chance
changed thelr minds and took the
Ostend boat. 1 sineeraly trust that
that couras will not have presented
itself to them.

"Why?" 1 asked.

“Somewhere on the jonrney,” he
remprked, “they must patuse. They
will hnve to exchange lsobel fop the
Princeas Adelalde, and make thelr
plans for the disposal of Tsobel, It
they should do this, say, In Hrus-
sels, wo shall be at a great disad.
vantage, If, however, they should

\ ‘looked up and saw the Haron von "You expocted me, then?" he ox- ... ot we start. I am alwaya {1l upon these
‘Laibingen. He recogolzed me st Claimed. B - wretelied night boats. It 18 a most
] once, and bowed courtoously. Al “Not 1" 1 answered, “You have d L I unplensant arrangement, thia.”
the same time there was somelhing "“:"“ my broath away." RN J Feurgeres looked at me and
in his manner which gave ma the I had your telegram at Hrus- X . ; smlled.
{mpression that he was not alto- B#In" he explained. “I wired Bt ’ "lgobel's features,” he remarked,
p gether pleased to weo me. Patarsburg at onee, and turned “but not her volce. You ses, we
§ baek, Any newa? ’
| “ls there anything 1 <an do for BNBRe N I Aaiwerad are on the right track. We must
you, My. Greatson?" he usked, paus: contrive to keep out of that young

lndy's way,"

To keep out of the way of the
Princess Adelalde waa easy enough,
presuming that she kept her word
and remained {n her ecabin. 1
watched her enter it and close
tha door. Afterwards I wrapped
mysol! In an ulster of Feurgeres'
and went out gn deck. It was a fine
nlght, tut windy, and a little dark.
111t a pipe and leaned ovar the side
I had scarcely been there two min
uten when I heard a lght footstep
coming along the deck and pause a
few feet away, A glrl's voice ad:
dressed me,

“Can you tell me what that light
1s2"?

I knew who It was at once It
was the most Lildeous [ll-fortune,
I answered gruffly, and without
turning my head,

“Folkestone Harbour!"

I thought that after that she must
surely go away. But she did noth-
ing of the sort. She came and
leaned over the rall by my s'de,

“You ara Mr. Arnold Greatson,
nre You nof?

My heart sank, and I conld have
cursed my folly for leaving my cab-
In. Howeaver, slnce 1 was discov:
erod there was nothing to do but
to make tha best of {t,

“Yon, | am Arnold Greatson” I
admitted.

“I wonder It you know who I
am?" she asked,

“You are the Frincess Adelalda
N B

8he held up her hanrd

“Stop, please! [ see that you
know, For some mysterious rea-
son I am travelling almost alons
and under another name which I do
not ke at all, You ave very fond
of my coisin, Isolel, are you not,
Mr. Greatson?"

1 trled to see her face. but it
was half turned away from me
Her volee, however, reminded me
a little of Isohel's,

"Yes," 1 admitted slowly, "You
gee, she wes under our care for

{Continued on Next Page,)




